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ROBERT J. PISANI - BIOGRAPHY

Rob is a nationally known international trade lawyer with over 25 years of government and industry experience.  He is a former partner of a large national law firm. Rob represents a diverse client group, including major companies involved in the importation of agricultural/food products, telecommunications/electronic equipment, mass merchandise, wood/lumber, and textiles.  He has helped many clients with Customs enforcement proceedings, compliance reviews, Customs Focused Assessments and C-TPAT applications.   He has provided compliance training at every major Customs port of entry as well as presented over 300 trade-related seminars in the U.S. and abroad.  He has spoken at many international trade conferences, and for the past 3 years, Rob has been recognized by the Journal of Commerce as one of the top 100 industry leaders.  

Rob also founded the Global Electronic Trade Alliance (a non-profit dedicated to fostering online cross-border trade), and served as the organization’s General Counsel.  He also played a pivotal role in developing and incorporating the International Compliance Professionals Association and served as its first General Counsel.    

Prior to entering private practice, Rob was a Senior Attorney at U.S. Customs Headquarters in Washington.  At Customs, he assisted in the development and resolution of most major Customs penalty cases, and was a principal agency spokesperson on the Customs Modernization Act.  Rob is the author of Customs  “reasonable care” checklist, the prior disclosure regulations,  “The ABC’s of Prior Disclosure,” and Customs section 1592 penalty guidelines.  Rob received the Commissioner of Customs Award in 1983 and 1999, and completed Harvard University's Senior Executive Fellow's Program at the JFK School of Government in 1991. 

Rob received his B.A. degree from Tulane University in 1974, and obtained his Juris Doctorate in 1978 from the Washington College of Law of the American University.  He is a member of the D.C. and Florida Bars, and is admitted to practice before the Court of International Trade, the Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit, and the Supreme Court.
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Michael E. Roll - Biography

Michael E. Roll represents clients before U.S. Customs and Border Protection and other U.S. and foreign government agencies, including the U.S. Department of Commerce, U.S. International Trade Commission, Canada Customs, Mexican Customs and Mexico’s Secretary of Economy. He advises clients on how to obtain the benefits of U.S. preferential trade programs, including NAFTA, GSP, CBI and IFTA, and represents clients in preferential trade program and other customs audits. He is fluent in Spanish and conducts customs compliance seminars in both English and Spanish.  He also counsels clients on all types of customs audits and helps importers identify both duty savings opportunities and any instances of non-compliance. Mr. Roll has represented clients in U.S. and Mexican antidumping duty investigations and was an active participant in the litigation against the U.S. government challenging the constitutionality of Harbor Maintenance Taxes assessed on ocean exports.

Mr. Roll has spoken throughout the United States, Canada and Mexico on Mexican Customs procedures and NAFTA rules of origin. He has authored numerous articles on international trade issues.

Mr. Roll received his Bachelor of Science in Foreign Service degree from Georgetown University’s School of Foreign Service, where his studies focused on international business and Latin America. After receiving his undergraduate degree, he obtained his law degree from Fordham University School of Law, where he was a Notes & Comments Editor of the Fordham International Law Journal.
Mr. Roll is admitted to the California and Illinois State Bars, the U.S. Court of International Trade, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit, the U.S. Supreme Court, the U.S. Court of Federal Claims and the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Illinois. He was the Chair (1999-2000) of the Customs and International Trade Law Committee of the Chicago Bar Association and serves on the Editorial Board of the Inter-American Trade Report published by the National Law Center for Inter-American Free Trade in Tucson, Arizona.
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